[Analysis of the lumbar discectomy complications].
To analyze the complications in a series of patients operated on for lumbar disc herniations between 1997 and 2002. The records of 64 patients with the diagnosis of lumbar radicular compression by disc herniation who underwent 73 surgical procedures were analyzed. The patients with radicular pain without disc herniation were excluded. Complications occurring in 7 cases (9.6 %) were 2 deep infections, 1 dural tear which was repaired, 2 cerebrospinal fluid fistulae, 1 pseudomeningocele and 1 lesion of L5 root. - The most frequent complications were dural tear and infection. These observations are similar to those reported in previously published papers.